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A Roman Skillet from Hallaton, Leicestershire by David H. Kennett 
In September 1971, a Miss Buttock ofEversholt in Bedfordshire asked Bedford 
Museum to comment upon a Roman skillet in her possession. From information 
given it was learnt that the skillet had been in her family's possession since the 
nineteenth century when her father was Rector of Hallaton, Leicestershire. 
Miss Buttock stated that the vessel had been discovered during the building 
of the now dismantled railway which used to run between Market Har borough 
and Melton Mowbray, but she was unable to give an exact indication of the 
date of the discovery. From the description which follows and from the 
information published at the time of discovery, it seems fairly certain that the 
vessel was found in 1856, when a number of other finds were made at Hallaton1• 

The bronze skillet (fig. 15) is remarkably complete, but is damaged to the 
extent of an irregular hole in one side of the bowl, and two smaller, circular 
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Fig. 15, Hallaton Skillet 
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holes beneath the handle join, these latter being almost certainly the result of 
bronze disease. Incipient bronze disease can also be found on the base of the 
bowl and on the underside of the handle and at its termination. However, it is 
to be hoped that conservation work on the skillet, now in progress at Bedford 
Museum, will rectify this. The bowl is small, diameter 130 mm externally, 
122 mm internally, with curving sides and a flat base-plate to a slightly rising 
base. The base was cast and the bowl spun from it. To the bowl is applied on 
one side a handle, slightly expanded at the termination with a trefoil opening 
towards the widest part. The length of the handle is 118 mm, giving a maximum 
cross measurement of 244 mm for the whole vessel. The skillet was sub
sequently presented to Bedford Museum (accession number 71/B/130) where 
it joins a number of other Roman bronze vessels of varying dates. 

The skillet is of a rare type, made distinctive by two features: the small size 
and the trefoil handle. Three other examples are known from the British 
Isles. Two, which have little internal dating evidence, are those from House
steads fort, Northumberland, 2 and a single find from Longfaugh, Peebleshire, 
Scotland. 3 The third example, is one of a group of four early skillets found at 
Glyndyfrdwy, near Llangollen, Denbighshire. 4 Associated with the Welsh 
example are a skillet with a half-round opening in the handle termination and 
one with a swan's neck handle. The latter is stamped [SORS] MERCUR [I] 
and P CIPI NICOMA. The second stamp would indicate a vessel made by 
the Cipii, a family prominent in the Capuan bronze industries in the first 
century A.D. 5 Similarly the fragmentary fourth vessel is the bowl of the 
"Godaker" type, such as is found in the Valkenberg, Holland, excavations, 
dated to the period A.D. 42-47 to before A.D. 69. 6 To reinforce the dating 
arguments it is possible to cite the classic English association of a skillet with 
a half-round (or linnette) opening, the burial at Sanfordbury, Bedfordshire.' 
though others are known from Hod Hill, Dorset, 8 and Oulton, Suffolk. 9 

The dating arguments can be reinforced by the context of a larger skillet 
with a trefoil opening found in the Colchester excavations of 1931.10 The 
complete vessel is somewhat larger than that from Hallaton and the three 
others discussed, but has the same trefoil opening on the handle. It was found 
in a Boudican destruction layer, and has the stamp P CIPI POLYBI. 
One can assume that this Capuan product was deposited in A.D. 60. 

The rarity of the type can be judged too from the paucity of their occurrence 
beyond the Roman frontiers. Eggers11 recorded only one example ofthis type: 
the extremely important Faurskov, Funen, find in Denmark. Associated with 
the trefoil-pierced skillet were a skillet of the "V alkenberg" type, and a skillet 
of Radnoti's oar-handled form. 12 Neither of these forms is likely to date from 
much beyond the Flavian period, and may well be earlier. 

The limited associated evidence from British and Europe points to the 
Hallaton skillet being a first century piece, not likely to date to much beyond 
the third quarter of the century. The evidence is confirmed by an examination 
of the objects which were probably associated with the skillet. 

The evidence is confusing, but a contemporary report of the discoveries 
suggests that a grave was unearthed in the course of the railway construction. 
From this grave, glass, pottery and bronze vessels were recorded.13 The 



glasses were four ungent bottles, only one of which was complete, a fragmentary 
ribbed bowl in green glass, and a long necked flagon in a deep blue glass. The 
pottery is described as sarnian and much broken; it was specifically mentioned 
that no potters marks were found on the vessels. Several incomplete bronze 
vessels were recorded : the neck and rim of a trefoil-lipped jug, with foliated 
ornament round the neck, a handle with a Cupid figure at the base of the 
fragment, a bronze ladle, and the handle from a ram's head patera. None of 
these objects are now extant as far as the writer is aware and Miss Buttock 
informs me that none are or have been in her possession. It would seem probable 
that the find was split among several persons some time after its discovery: 
part, including the skillet, being in the possession of Messrs. Simkin, the 
contractors, when they were drawn by William Millican, a Leicester architect 
in 1856. 

In the absence of the objects it is necessary to rely on the extremely hazy 
contemporary descriptions. The ribbed green glass bowl seems alsmost 
certainly to have been of the type present in the Stanfordbury II, Bedfordshire, 
burial, which is most probably an internment of a late Iron Age chieftain 
made in the earliest years of the Roman occupation. The present writer 
suspects that the long-necked flagon in deep blue glass is an example of either 
Miss !sings type 55, with a conical body, or her type 52, with a spherical 
body.14 These first century flagons have been found in a number of burials. 
In deep blue glass, with a spheroidal ribbed body, is one from Shefford, 
Bedfordshire, 1 5 while conical examples can be quoted from Barnwell, Cam
bridgeshire, 1 6 in bluish-green glass, and Ickwell, Bedfordshire, 17 in deep 
purple. Another distinctive factor in relation to this vessel is the deep blue 
colour, which is characteristic of first century vessels. 

The bronze vessels other than the skillet include a trefoil-lipped jug, again 
a type found most usually in first or early second century contexts. These can 
have small figures at the foot of the handle. An example of a different type of 
jug with this feature is the second jug from the Thornborough barrow, Buck
inghamshire, where the trefoil-lipped jug has the more usual plaque type 
ending to the handle. 18 These vessels are frequently found in association with 
Ram's head paterae,19 as in the Shefford burial and the hoard from Santon 
Downham, Suffolk. 20 Both of these are first century. 

There would seem little doubt from this terse review of the identifiable 
objects from the Hallaton find that these do not differ markedly in date from 
the mid-first century date proposed for the skillet. The nature of the deposit 
would seem to suggest a burial. "Some bones" are mentioned in the con
temporary account and even if these had been missed by those who recorded 
the find, there is little doubt that a group of rich objects together was most 
probably a burial. A hoard is a possibility, but in the first century unlikely, 
except for deposits of bronze vessels alone. Indeed, pottery, glass and bronzes 
suggest a close affinity to other poorly recorded first century burial sites such 
as Shefford, Bedfordshire, which in many ways is the closest parallel for the 
Hallaton find. 

Rich burials are a much wider feature than is often credited of first century 
Roman Britain, particularly in the area quickly colonised by the Romans. In 
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one respect they continue the tradition of rich burials of chieftains found in 
the late pre-Roman Iron Age in the area. Often, like their earlier counterparts, 
they have unusual objects. Such is the case of the Hallaton group which 
contained the skillet that gave rise to this note. 21 

Notes 

I. For a contemporary account see Midland Historical Collections 2 (1858), 151 and 
208-209 with figure opposite 209; this is summarised V.C.H. Leics. I (1907), 212 
with selected illustrations. The original reference is there wrongly cited 

2. H.J. Eggers, "Romische Bronzegefasse in Britannien",Jahrbuch des 
Romisch-Germanischen Zentralmuseums Mainz 13 (1966), 108, with abb II d 

3. Eggers, 1966, 109 with abb 62, 78 
4. Eggers, 1966, 104 with abb 20 c; see also Archaeol Cambrensis, 82, (1927), 129-140 
5. For the Cipii see H. Willers, Neue Untersuchungen uber die romische 

Bronzeindustrie van Capua und van Niedergermanien (1907), passim. Most 
subsequent notes can be traced to this work 

6. H. Norling-Christensen, "The Valkenberg saucepan", 33-37eJaarverslag van 
de Vereniging vor terpendonderzoek (1948-53), 180-181 

7. Accessibly Eggers, 1966, 105 and abb 7 a; and Archaeologia IOI (1967), 55 
8. Eggers, 1966, 103 with abb 8 c 
9. Eggers, 1966, 106 with abb 25 a 

10. C. F. C. Hawkes and M. R. Hull, Camulodunum (1947), 334, pl 101 
11. In H.J. Eggers, Der Romische Import im Freien Germanien (1951), type 146. For 

the find see H. Norling-Christensen, "Der Faurskov-Fund", Acta 
Archaeologia, 8 (1937), 168-181 

12. A. Radnoti, Die romischen Bronzegefasse van Pannonien (1938); this form is 
Eggers type 162, called by him "schalschaftige". His oar-handled type is a 
different form 

n . Archaeologia, 101 (1967), 56 No. 7 
14. C. !sings, Roman Glass from Dated Finds (1957), 69-74 
15. D. H. Kennett, "The Shefford Burial", Beds. Magazine, 12 (1970), 201-203 
16. K. S. Painter in Masterpieces of Glass (1968), No. 101 
17. Bedford Museum; publication by the present author forthcoming 
18. J. Liversidge, "The Thornborough Barrow", Ree Bucks, 16 (1953-60), 29-32, 

with pl. 3a for the bronze jugs 
19. D. H . Kennett, "A Roman patera from Biggleswade", Bedfordshire Archaeol J., 

4 (1969), 82-83; C. N . Moore, "Two exampies oflate Celtic and early Roman 
Metalwork from South Lincolnshire", Britannia,4 (1973), 153-159; together these 
note most examples of these paterae with full documentation 

20. Eggers, 1966, 106 with abb 44 
21. The author is grateful to Miss Buttock for allowing him to publish the skillet 

and to Mr. F. W. Kuhlicke, then Director, for access to the object in Bedford 
Museum. Paper completed 22 October 1974, but mostly written in May 1972 

Excavations at Blackfriars Street, Leicester SK 581095 
In May 1977 the removal of the Blackfriars mosaic pavement from its original 
position beneath the former Leicester Central Station was completed. The 
floor is 7 m (23 ft.) square consisting of nine octagonal frames surrounded by 
guilloche and floral borders. First discovered in 1830, since 1898 it has been 
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housed beneath the viaduct constructed by the Great Central Railway. 
Deterioration of the mosaic's condition due to rain damage since the railway's 
closure in 1969, necessitated its removal to the Jewry Wall Museum. The 
removal allowed the samian tesserce to be examined and B. R. Hartley was 
able to identify them as being from bowls manufactured by Lezoux potters 
between c. A.D. 125-140. 

Following the removal, a small-scale excavation was carried out by P. N. 
Clay for the Leicestershire Museums Archreological Field Unit. Nineteenth 
century foundations surrounding the pavement restricted the area examined 
to some fourteen square metres and as a consequence no evidence of the town 
house containing the mosaic was found other than the opus signinum and 
granite floor foundations. Beneath this a ground levelling and clearance layer 
contained pottery dating to between c. A.D. 70-120 below which a series of 
features was cut into the natural. These included evidence of pits and timber 
structures of the Neronian and Flavian periods, a crouched inhumation burial 
of immediately post-conquest date and three pits and two possible post-holes 
containing pre-conquest material. This consisted of Gallo-Belgic pottery of 
c. 10 B.C.-A.D. 40, including Arretine and north Gaulish imports as well as 
fine wares from the Colchester area. 

Although a very small area was available for examination these excavations 
have produced one of the best pit groups of pre-conquest pottery found in 
Leicester and taken in the context of other similar material from the area 
suggest a pre-Roman Iron Age settlement along the east bank of the Soar. 

Patrick Clay 

Excavations at Elbow Lane, Leicester SK 58340496 
In December 1977 a trial excavation was carried out by Leicestershire Museums 
Archreological Field Unit to the rear of buildings in Elbow Lane, a site lying 
in the northern quarter of the city, close to the North Gate and within the 
Roman and medieval defences. Medieval and post-medieval activity down to 
and through Roman levels was revealed. 

It was found that an eighteenth century quarry ( ?) had occupied a large 
part of the site, cutting through medieval garden soil which contained pottery 
ranging from the Saxo-Norman period to the thirteenth century. Both the 
quarry and the medieval gardening activity had destroyed any possible traces 
of Danish and immediate post-Roman occupation. 

The Roman levels consisted of a possible floor foundation and there was 
further evidence for a Roman building in the form of debris which included 
painted wall plaster, opus signinum and tesserce. During the course of back 
filling the site evidence of two channels, possibly timber beam slots, was found. 
They met at right angles and were associated with a post hole. 

John Lucas 

Excavations at Great Holme Street, Leicester SK 579042 

In May 1977 excavations were completed in Great Holme Street----
of 1,450 square metres of intensive Roman 
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extra-mural activity. The work was carried out by Leicestershire Museums 
Archreological Field Unit. A report of the earlier work in 1976 has appeared 
in Transactions (T.L.A .H.S., LI (1975-6), 59). 

In 1977 an area of about 30 by 12 by 25 metres to the south of the 1976 
excavations was excavated. Intense activity throughout the Roman period 
was again revealed, and the pattern of numerous pits and gravel quarries, 
together with narrow gullies and ditches was repeated. The site, however, was 
of particular importance as it provided much more evidence of first century 
A.D. activity. Two first century ditches, possibly field ditches, were excavated, 
as well as other early features . 

A mass of Roman material, especially animal bone and pottery was recovered. 
First century Gallo-Belgic pottery was found, some of which appeared to be 
waste material, and along with a large amount of kiln debris, suggests that 
there were more than just two pottery kilns in the area as revealed by the 
1976 excavations. Also found were two lead seals, a decorated oil lamp and 
part of a Dea Nutrix figurine. 

Two Roman inhumations were found close together lying north-east to 
south-west and nails around the bodies suggest that they were buried in 
wooden coffins. One had a small colour-coated beaker which was possibly 
buried with the body. Post-Roman features were few. They consisted of a 
medieval and post-medieval pit, and a broad flat-bottomed medieval ditch 
which cut through the western end of the site. 

John Lucas 

A Roman Chimney-Pot or Roof Finial from Hamilton (fig. 16) 

The Late A. W. G. Lowther during his lifetime was extremely interested in 
Roman flue tiles and chimney-pots and on his death left various notes and 
drawings relating to chimney-pots and roof finials which have been sub
sequently published by F. H . Thompson (Antiq. J. 56 (1976), 35-48). 
One such chimney-pot or finial has recently been found in Leicestershire. 
After the trial excavations at Hamilton in 1976 (T.L.A.H.S., LI (1975-6], 
58-9) the field was ploughed and during fieldwalking a clay object was found 
by Mr. R. G. Mitchell. The object is the upper part of a chimney-pot or roof 
finial and is in the customary orange-pink tile fabric. The uppermost frilled 
flange is 8 ems (3 in.) diameter and in the middle is the broken stub of what 
was presumably a knobbed terminal now only about 2 ems(! in.) high. 
Eight centimetres beneath the flange are the beginnings of a hole cut before 
firing which is almost certainly one of the arched(?) openings in the uppermost 
zone of such openings which occur on these objects. For comparative and more 
complete examples see Antiquity 56 (1976), 35-48 and some additions to that 
paper in Antiquity 57 (1977), 314-5 from which this note was taken. 

Alan McWhirr and Hugh Thompson 

Excavations at Mancetter - A Summary SP 326967 

The main object of the 1977 season was to clarify various features partially 
excavated in the past. 
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Fig. 16. Roman Chimney-pot or roof final (Drawn by N. A. Griffiths) Scale I :2. 

'[Reproduced by permission of Society of Antiquaries] 

Service road system for the pottery-making area 
An area of the north-south service road running from Watling Street to the 

centre of Broadclose Field was exposed, adjacent to a section cut in 1970. 
The true line of the road was established at this point, two surfaces being 
apparent in addition to an initial marking-out layer of pebbles on the subsoil. 
The earlier road c. six metres (c. 20 ft.) wide at this point had a ditch on the 
west side which drained into a disused well. The ditch is not continuous along 
the length of the road and the well had been treated as a rubbish pit by the 
road-makers, timber plus many bones from at least five horses having been 
thrown into it. The well was later filled in completely and the ditch also filled 
before a second wider road surface was laid. Little was found in the marking
out layer and nothing necessarily later than A.D. 160, but the finds from the 
make-up for the first road surface indicated that it could not be earlier than 
the third century. 

Exploration of the road system was continued in the centre of the field but 
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with some difficulties owing to the width of the roads in this area (c. 16·7 
metres : c. 55 ft.), and damage due to ploughing. The line of a second road 
running east to Watling Street was confirmed, and another discovered heading 
west towards the Romano-British settlement in Mancetter village. This road 
joined the two previously mentioned roads in the centre of the field. It is 
possible that a fourth pebbled surface running southwards represents a road 
to Hartshill but this could only be confirmed by excavation in the adjoining 
field since it could alternatively be explained as hard-standing over the in
filling of a water-channel (see below). The road to the west seals mid-third 
century pottery and the metalled surface over the water-channel is not likely 
to be earlier. It appears therefore that we are dealing with a late system of 
service roads, possibly constructed at the same time as the earthwork on 
Watling Street which may have caused diversion of earlier roads. The earlier 
system must have existed at least from the mid-second century if not earlier, 
may perhaps have been aligned on the possible roads noted by Adrian Oswald 
and P. W. Gathercole in a pipe-trench (Trans. Birmingham Warwickshire 
Archaeol Soc., LXXIV, fig. 1). 

Features pre-dating the metalled road surf aces 
The pebbled road surfaces at the road junction in the centre of the field, and 
the road to Mancetter village sealed earlier features of great interest: 
(a) The line of the large water-channel discovered in 1971 was explored in 

Areas 7 /20, 34 and 32. Although the very end of it was not reached it 
was clear that there were no side channels from it but it could have 
provided a good accessible water supply along the whole of its length 
though it narrowed rapidly after turning westward. It may have been an 
experiment to reduce the number of wells necessary. Its use probably 
fell mainly in the Antonine period. 

(b) North of the water-channel in Area 34 the magnetometer (D. Haddon
Reece for the DOE), had revealed the presence ofa second channel roughly 
parallel to the water-channel. This, however, proved to be a whole series 
of at least four channels much smaller than the water-channel, which 
cut each other, and whose fillings date from the first century to the mid
third century. Other similar channels appearing further west in Area 12 

should be the continuation of these and the water-channel. The anomalies 
immediately north of these channels were further north than had been 
anticipated and shortage of time and labour prevented their discovery. 

( c) Much of Area 32 was not excavated but several important features were 
located in Area 7/20. Another small channel, continuing through Area 34, 
was filled at a date not later than A.D. 75/80; a series of boundary or 
enclosure ditches, filled with late first to early second century pottery, 
and possibly associated with part of a building located in 1971; a small 
zig-zag channel possibly for drainage, filled in the third century: an 
infant cremation with two pots, possibly late first or early second century: 
the well already known in this area was excavated - the steining had 
collapsed in antiquity and the well had probably not been in use for a 
long period. This is the second of five wells at Mancetter whose steining 
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had collapsed. Another shaft undoubtedly for a well but never completed 
was not fully excavated. 

Other Features 
A ditch of military type discovered in 1970 was found to continue. Its purpose 
is not known but there is now no reason to suppose it military although the 
filling is consistently first-century. 

Among other features discovered were the remains of a long narrow furnace 
containing much charred wood and wood ash, but very slightly fired. 

A stamp of the potter Docilis was noted on a mortarium likely to have been 
made at Mancetter and in 1971 a stamp of Vitalis II was similarly noted. 
These potters probably worked for most of their lives at or near Wroxeter 
but it now appears possible that they may have moved to or from Mancetter 
at some time, though more evidence is required. 

A relatively large amount of glass fragments discovered were undoubtedly 
associated with the glass furnace explored in 1964 and 1969. 

One of the most interesting results of the 1977 excavation is the growing 
evidence for first century occupation, pre-dating the pottery industry. It 
suggests a much more widespread population of the area between 
Manduessedum and the settlement in Mancetter village in the first and early 
second centuries than had been expected. 

Katharine F. Hartley 
(N.B. Dating is based on preliminary examination of that part of the pottery 
which has already been processed. Miss Valery Rigby kindly helped to date 
some of the pottery). 

Rothley, Church of St. Mary the Virgin 

In late September 1977 the pews were removed from the nave and aisles of 
Rothley church. Beneath the pewed areas, shown in Albert Herbert's plan 
accompanying "The history of Rothley, III: The Church", by J. W. Watts, 
T.L.A.H.S., XII (1921-2), 99-120, Plate 1, facing p. 128, there were revealed 
deep voids, interconnected by earthenware pipes through the Victorian brick 
heating ducts, which run beneath the paved alleys between the former pews. 
The work on the church included the filling of these voids with rubble, finishing 
off with a concrete floor flush with the surrounding paved strips. While the 
voids stood open, it was possible to inspect the foundations of the north and 
south arcades. The pier bases of the north arcade and the blocks of masonry 
below the south arcade pier bases (see Herbert's elevation drawings, ibid., 
Plate 3) rest on massive rafts of lime concrete. Through the courtesy of the 
vicar, the Reverend A. W. Gough, the architect and the contractor, the writer 
was able to inspect and measure the rafts below the south arcade pier bases 
marked N.N. on Herbert's plan. The southern edges of these rafts were covered 
by the paving of the south alley, and the western edge of the more westerly 
raft by the north - south alley between the main doors. The exposed parts 
measured approximately 1·5 m (4 ft . II in.) from north to south; the more 
easterly raft, whose eastern edge was clear of the paved area at the end of the 
nave measured 2·33 m (7 ft. 7! in.) from east to west. 
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If Watts and Herbert were right in regarding the stone blocks as Norman 
(ibid., p. 108 and Plate 1), then the foundation rafts must also be Norman. 
The possibility that they may be pre-Conquest in date should be discounted 
on the grounds that they relate too closely to the pier bases sited upon them. 
Archreological proof of their date is unlikely ever to be forthcoming, since any 
stratigraphy there may have been was destroyed to a depth of c. 300 mm (1 ft.) 
from the tops of the foundations by the excavation of the voids under the pews. 
Since the disturbance may continue below the floor of the voids, and since the 
1977 reflooring did not involve any further destruction, it was decided not to 
undertake any archreological excavation. I am grateful to the Reverend A. W. 
Gough for keeping me informed of the progress of the work. 

David Parsons 

Fig. 17 Details of timbers inside the premises of C. Eden and Co., Highcross Street, 
Leicester, formerly the Cross Keys Inn. (Drawn by D. H. Smith) 
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Recently surveyed buildings 
(a) Highcross Street, Leicester. C. Eden & Co., (formerly The Cross Keys 

Inn). (fig. 17). 
A timber framed remnant at the rear of these premises is clearly visible from 
the north side of All Saints Church. Internal examination of the building 
enabled all the principal timbers of a single bay of building to be identified at 
first floor level. The interesting feature of this remnant being a crown-post 
roof, only the second such roof known to survive in Leicester. 1 The crown
post was of square section with straight braces rising to the collar purlin. A 
ceiling at collar purlin level prevented detailed examination of all the roof 
timbers. The wallplate joint was an edgehalved scarf with over-squinted, 
bridled butts, two edge pegs. It was impossible to see whether any face-pegs 
had been used. Hewett2 dates this particular joint as "probably confined to the 
first half of the fifteenth century". Mercer3 notes that in the midland counties 
the crown-post never descended the social scale to become a widespread 
vernacular type as it did in the South East, pointing out that in the East 
Midlands the side-purlin roof had become the vernacular type. As the other 
examples of crown-post roofs noted in Leicestershire are both given fifteenth 
century dates it is probable that this example belongs in that same period. 

Notes 

1 The other surviving example in Leicester being at The Guildhall. Another example 
was recorded at The Old Ship Inn, Anstey, see T.L.A.H.S., XXIII (1957), 62 

2 C. Hewett, The Development of Carpentry, r200-r700, (David & Charles, 1969), 
p. 182 

3 E. Mercer, English Vernacular Houses, (H.M.S.O., 1975), p. 72 
David Smith 

(b) A Timber-Framed Cottage in Church Gate, Loughborough. (fig. 18). 
The premises now occupied by Messrs. Witchers, the tailors, at 54 Church 
Gate, in common with many other shops in Church Gate, were private dwell- . 
ings earlier this century. The building is parallel to the street and behind it, 
attached to the eastern end, are the remnants of a two-bay timber cottage. In 
plan the whole forms an L-shape. The poor state of the structure made close 
examination almost impossible. 

The cottage front has substantial arch braces that spring from what is left 
of the principal posts to the wall plate above. Visible peg holes suggest that 
there had been middle rails and close half studs. This seems to be confirmed 
by the framework remaining at the rear of the building where a full length 
central stud between the principal posts supports two middle rails; slender 
close-set half studs are filled with wattle and daub. 

The closed truss at the southern end of the cottage is of similar construction; 
here the principal rafters are crossed at their apex and tied midway with a 
collar. Only carpenters' marks were visible, the closed truss with two strokes 
and the central truss with three. 

In common with the closed and the rear of the building the central truss 
has straight braces, the latter appears to have been open originally although 
now closed with a low brick wall. Considerable alterations took place early in 
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the nineteenth century when an upper floor was inserted and the ground floor 
divided to provide perhaps workshop space, marked A2 on the plan Fig. 3. At 
C are the remains of a brick fireplace but the flue and chimney no longer exist. 
Bricks replace the rails and studs in the front of the cottage and the closed 
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truss and measured 57 x 22 · 8 cm (2¼" x 9"). The possibility that the building 
was open to the roof along with the front arch bracing suggests an early 
sixteenth century date for the cottage, although the crossed apex of the principal 
rafters and the straight braces are seen sometimes in buildings of a later date (see 
J. T. Smith, "Timber-framed Buildings in England", Archaeol, J., 122 (1965), 
148). The uncommon convex windbraces, usually considered to be seventeenth 
century, may mean that the roof framework was renewed about this time. 

Tom Rickman 

(c) Sileby, Cossington Road (fig. 19). 
Demolition of a linear plan cottage revealed two distinct flat roof thatch 
techniques. In two bays over a dairy and bedroom a lattice of poles set over the 
floor joists carried a convex mound of hedge cuttings onto which a straw 
thatch had been stapled, while in the kitchen and a second bedroom the 
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lattice of poles supported a convex mound of straw onto which a straw thatch 
had been stapled. The house was also distinctive in having a Barrow-upon
Soar limestone slabbed floor in the kitchen and a plaster capping to the thatch. 

David Smith 

Vale of Belvoir Fieldwork Survey 

A joint project of fieldwork by the Trent Valley Archa:ological Research 
Committee, Leicestershire Museums, and the South Lincolnshire Archa:
ological Unit is being carried out in the Vale of Belvoir in advance of the 
proposed large-scale developments of the coalfield by the N.C.B. The project 
is the first intensive survey in the area. Despite the poor returns from aerial 
surveys on the clay soils, and the lack of previous fieldwork in the area, over 
200 sites are already known. It is likely that the rich farmland of the Vale has 
always supported a dense rural population, and that many more sites exist. 

The project aims to record the archa:ology of the Vale through aerial and 
ground surveys, including fieldwalking. Work will concentrate on the discovery 
of sites, the preparation of site plans and descriptions, and the identification on 
the ground of sites known from the air. It is hoped that the fieldwork survey 
will establish the pattern of archa:ology in the Vale, and will be a basis for 
further examination of sites threatened by coal-mining developments. 

David Bawden, 
Trent Valley Archa:ological Research Committee. 

Archa:ological Fieldwork Group 
The moated sites survey accounts for most of the group's time and energy, 
and whilst work continues in researching and compiling material for the 
survey we have constantly to examine the many problems associated with this 
type of site, and confer with other groups and individuals in other parts of the 
country who are similarly employed. These problems can be seen under 
several headings: chronological, their dates and periods of construction; 
geographical, their distribution and relationship to other forms of settlement, 
and the problem of explaining their function and apparent social range. 

In the course of the various fieldwork activities undertaken during the past 
twelve months, particular attention has been given to those sites suspected of 
having once been moated and to any vague rectangular features resembling 
ditched or moated enclosures which have been seen and recorded during 
a:rial surveys. 

At COLD NEWTON a preliminary investigation has been made of a 
surface feature first observed and photographed during an aerial survey flight. 
The oblique air photograph shows the feature to be a fusion of surviving 
earthworks and crop marks which suggests the presence of a square ditched 
enclosure. Visible within this enclosure were areas of differential crop growth 
indicating the probability of further underlying features . 

A surface examination revealed two wide linear depressions forming a right 
angle and enclosing an area of about 0·54 hectares (1 ·33 acres). 

A resistivity meter was used to make a series of parallel line traverses across 
the two shallow depressions in an attempt to confirm the presence of a ditch. 



Each traverse had a length of 30 m. (metres) and was spaced 10 m. apart, the 
probe separation used in this particular case was I m. 

The resulting graphs plotted from the traverses show a reasonably consistent 
set of anomalies. A low point on the curves appears to substantiate the existence 
of a ditch - this could subsequently be proven in one or two places by trial 
trenching. This particular point is interposed between a marked high point 
on the curve coinciding with the inner edge of the "ditch" and a corresponding, 
although less well defined, high reading for its outer edge. These agree with 
areas of parching seen on the air photograph and may indicate the presence of 
buried masonry or rubble. These results are only tentative at this stage and 
considerable further investigation is, of course, necessary before any final 
conclusions can be drawn. 

The Group now proposes to make a more detailed resistivity survey using a 
measured grid over the entire area. This would at least define the limits of the 
principal feature and provide some answers for the associated areas of parching. 
There is certainly no evidence yet to suggest a date for the site. The field is in a 
state of permanent pasture and consequently there have been no surface finds. 
An examination of maps and documents has also failed to yield any information 
relating to the site, which is situated in a particularly remote corner of the 
parish, and its close proximity to a disused railway line and station led one to 
suppose that it might have been associated with their construction in the 187o's. 
This idea was soon dispelled when it was learnt where, in fact, the railway 
gangs' dormitory and construction area had once been located. 

Other teams have conducted similar combined surface and resistivity surveys 
on the conjectured site of Leicester Abbey's grange at STOUGHTON and 
also in the parish of TUGBY AND KEYTHORPE, on a site close to the 
known position of the deserted medieval village of Keythorpe. Again, it is 
too early for any definite conclusions regarding the date and type of site in 
both these cases. 

BARKBY THORPE. Visits have been made to a number of moated sites 
which during the early phase of our survey were either wrongly classified as 
moated sites or were not actually visited at all, but were asumed to be of this 
category from the many printed sources and maps referred to at the time. One 
such site recently examined is the surmised moated manor house site situated 
among the sunken roads and raised rectangular tofts and crofts of Hamilton 
deserted medieval village. After a thorough examination of the "moated site" 
it was concluded that its form and its relationship to neighbouring features 
make it doubtful whether it could ever have served as a moated enclosure. 
The "moat" is, in fact, conjoined with the main thoroughfare and lanes or 
open spaces between the tofts and crofts and would in effect have produced a 
"little Venice" situation when inundated by flood water from the stream 
during periods of severe rainfall, as it has done in recent years. There is also 
no apparent evidence to suggest post-desertion interference for irrigation 
purposes. There is however some evidence to suppose that this particular 
platform was the site of the chapel of St. John the Baptist, traces of which were 
still visible during Nichols' lifetime. It is the one croft which is at variance 
with all the others within the limits of the settlement, and does in fact conform to 
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the customary east-west alignment of a church - or chapel. The earliest chapel 
at Hamilton was probably built of wood and consisted of a simple rectangular 
cell. This timber chapel would later be followed by a small stone chapel of the 
simple nave and chancel type. Further evidence to support the chapel site 
theory is provided by the amount of stone scattered on the surface within the 
immediate vicinity of this particular close, when the others are noticeably free 
of it. Some of the stones are clearly tool marked and one piece in particular 
appears 'to be a fragment of a sculptured bird-like motif which has evidently 
been re-used at a later date. 

Although the 10th and nth centuries saw the emergence of an organised 
building-stone industry, it is most unlikely that such material would have 
been made available for so small a settlement. It is therefore more than likely 
that the stone for this tiny dependent chapel was taken from the nearby 
Romano-British ruins. An examination of documents relating to Hamilton 
casts some doubt on whether it ever possessed a resident lord, although there 
is evidence to suggest that for a few generations at least, between the Norman 
period and the late 13th century, under-tenants may have resided there, and 
one may assume that in this small remote hamlet their manor house would be 
a very modest timber affair among the surrounding cottages and barns. There
fore with the limited amount of stone available the construction of a chapel 
would surely take precedence over that of a manor house. 

An examination of the remaining earthworks shows them to be typical of 
other deserted village sites on clay soil where all of the raised rectangular tofts 
and crofts are devoid of house foundations, although a cobbled area was 
discovered on one toft covering approximately a third of its total area. 

ALLEXTON. This complex manorial site which includes a moated site, 
gardens and a corn-mill has been surveyed and a plan drawn. This is a particu
larly interesting site, it is well documented and worthy of a more thorough study. 

Additions to the Provisional List of Moated Sites in Leicestershire. 
The following sites are in addition to those listed in volume L (1974-5) of the 
Transactions, and represent sites visited and researched during the past year 
and cohfirmed as being of medieval date. A complete and amended list is in 
preparation for inclusion in volume LIii. 
CASTLE DONINGTON Donington Park Moat 
CLAWSON and HARBY Long Clawson 
COSSINGTON W. of All Saints' Church 
GADDESBY Ashby Folville 
GAULBY S. of Village 
KNOSSINGTON Cold Overton Park 
LEICESTER Frith Hall 
LOUGHBOROUGH Dishley Grange 
NORTH KILWORTH N.E. of St. Andrew's Church 
SHEEPY Pinwall Grange 
TUR LANGTON Manor House Site 
TWYCROSS Lea Grange Farm 
WOODHOUSE Maplewell Moat 

SK. 423266 D 
SK. 723272 
SK. 602136 D 
SK. 708n8 
SK. 696004 
SK. 817087 
SK. 536048 D 
SK. 513214 D 
SP. 617833 
SK. 304006 
SP. 709945 
SK. 323055 
SK. 529130 D 
Roy Mitchell 
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Reports of Fieldwork 

Leicestershire Museums Field Survey Team comprising Pete Liddle, Lyn 
Barrow and Martin Winter establis4ed local fieldwork groups during the 
summer of 1977 to work on field by field surveys of their own areas and many of 
the notes in this section are the results of the work of these groups. By the autumn 
of1977 groups had been started at Huncote, Newbold Verdon, Wigston/Oadby, 
Desford, Melton and Hamilton, while there were evening class groups operating 
in the Swift Valley and from Loughborough. Individual workers were also 
active especially in the Wymondham, Medbourne, Illston and Coalville area. 

The survey Team has also been carrying out its own programme of fieldwork 
one part of which has been work in the Vale ofBelvoir, including an earthwork 
survey throughout the Vale undertaken with D. Bawden of the Trent Valley 
Archreological Research Committee, and fieldwalking in the vicinity of the 
proposed coal mines. 

Leicestershire 
BARKBY SK. 656091 
A stone scatter associated with Roman pottery and a box flue tile was found 
during fieldwalking. 

I. Glenn and Leicestershire Museums Field Survey Team 

BRENTINGBY SK. 784188 
During early 1977 work began on converting the body of the disused chapel 
into a private dwelling house. The roof has been removed and much of the 
very unsound walling will have to be rebuilt. Where practicable existing 
workmanship will be retained, including the mullioned windows dating from 
the 1660 restoration work. They will however, be reduced in height. The tower, 
vested in the Redundant Churches Fund, will be unaffected. 

G. K. Brandwood 

COALVILLE SK. 438132 
A piano-convex flint knife of Bronze Age date was found by Mr. Burbank of 
Coalville on the surface of a ploughed field. 

Acc. No. 389'IL 1977 

DRAYTON SP. 817919 
An extensive area of Roman building debris including tessert2, pottery, box 
flue tiles, stone diamond shaped roof tiles and wall plaster was found on the 
Drayton/Medbourne border. Large pieces of opus signinum flooring were 
recovered by the farmer during drilling operations. A detailed plot of all the 
finds has been made. Adjacent to the Roman material was found some Iron 
Age pottery in the Breedon tradition. 

Leicestershire Museums Field Survey Team 

FRISBY SK. 704015 
Soil colouration and cobbles indicated house sites of the depopulated village. 
There was some medieval pottery. 

J. R. Branson 
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GARTHORPE 
Two Roman sites at Garthorpe are now referred to as Garthorpe I and II. 
Garthorpe I - This site, previously reported in T.L.A.H.S., L (1974-5), 59, 
was walked again and produced Roman pottery and tile over a wide area. 
Several coins have been reported. SK. 835201. 
Garthorpe II - A scatter of Roman pottery on both sides of the Saxby Road, 
centred on SK. 828207 and possibly associated with the skeleton reported in 
T.L.A.H.S., LI (1975-6), 62. 
SK. 829218 -A saddle quern was found close to the site of the quern found in 
1976 (T.L.A.H.S., LI (1974-5), 62). . 
SK. 842203 - A flint arrowhead in the Beaker/Bronze Age tradition was 
found by Mr. D. Lee. 

T. Hickman and Leicestershire Museums Field Survey Team 

GROBY 
SK. 536o78 - Fragments of two beehive querns were found in a field called 
Blacklands. Field walking produced no other finds. 
SK. 534081 - Scatter of Roman pottery and building material. 

Leicestershire Museums Field Survey Team 

ILLSTON-ON-THE-HILL SP. 718999 
Roman pottery, tile and part of a quern were found after ploughing. 

J. R. Branson 

HALLATON SP. 782979 
A quantity of Roman pottery and tile was found after ploughing. 

J. R. Branson 

LOUGHBOROUGH 
Seven coins from the hoard found during the construction of the Lough
borough viaduct in 1896 have now been donated to Leicestershire Museums 
having previously been in Loughborough Library. A skull associated with the 
hoard has also been donated. 

Acc. No. 588'1951 
M. Winter 

MARKET HARBOROUGH 
During the construction of a bungalow at 20 Wartnaby Street, a late Iron Age 
wheel-made carinated bowlwas found by Mr. G. Palmer in a pit about 6o ems 
(2 ft.) deep and associated with cremated bone. The pot appears to have been 
fired after breaking possibly on a funeral pyre. 

MEDBOURNE 

Acc. No. 904'1977 
Leicestershire Museums Field Survey Team 

(i) During 1977, the previously known limits of Romano-British settlement 
at Medbourne have been extended in two directions. Two small, adjacent 
stone scatters, with a few Romano-British pottery sherds, including 
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samian, have been located in a field centred on SP. 79259425 which is 
farmed by A. Hinch. These scatters appear to continue the line of sites 
previously found in two adjacent fields. 

E. J. Linford 

(ii) A find of some importance has been made by R. Faulks of Medbourne 
who, in the process of widening and deepening a roadside ditch, running 
beside the Mill Field of J. Walker of Laughton, on the opposite side of the 
Medbourne to Slawston Road from Mr. Hinch's fields mentioned above, 
recognised Roman pottery among the soil excavated from the ditch (SP. 
792933). An examination of the ditch shewed that the finds were appearing 
along a 55 m (180 ft.) length at a roughly constant height of about 
20 ems (8 in.) above the bottom of the 90 ems (35 in,) deep ditch. Other 
features noted include ovens, pits and two parallel gullies. A possible 
buttress to a stone building and a courtyard surface were also recorded. 
Finds from the ditch have been deposited in Leicestershire Museums, Acc. 
No. 741' 1977. 

E. J. Linford and Leicestershire Museums Field Survey Team. 

(iii) Three separate scatters of Roman roof tile fragments have been found 
among debris dredged, over two years ago, from the northern boundary 
dyke of a field adjacent to the Ashley to Medbourne Road (SP. 792926). A 
few odd tile fragments were found in the vicinity of two other shallower 
boundary ditches on the south and west of the same field, but only one 
pottery sherd was recovered. 

E. J. Linford 

NARBOROUGH SP. 524991 
A small area of Roman pottery and tile along with fire bars from a Roman 
pottery kiln similar to those found at Earl Shilton (T.L.A.H.S., XXVIII 
(1952), 45-6). 

R. P. Jarrett 

NEWBOLD VERDON SK. 456043 
Scatter of Roman pottery and building material including badly fired tiles 
and a waster. Nearby is a red patch of possibly burnt clay with brick fragments 
which may indicate a tile kiln. 

M. Hardin 

NEWTOWN LINFORD SK. 542101 
Two scatters of brick fragments associated with reddened soil suggest brick 
kilns. There are small overgrown pits nearby and both features may be associ
ated with the building ofBradgate House around A.D. 1500. 

Leicestershire Museums Field Survey Team 

POTTERS MARSTON SP. 499964 
Part of the depopulated village was fieldwalked and pottery from Kiln I was 
recovered (T.L.A.H.S., XXVIII (1952), 55-62). 

R. P. Jarrett 
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RATBY SK. 498058 
Two sherds of Iron Age pottery were found on the earthworks of Ratby Bury 
in an animal scrap. 

A. Hurst 

ROLLESTON SK. 735007 
A flint scraper was found after ploughing. 

J. R. Branson 

SAPCOTE 
Medieval pottery was found on a building site in the village. 

D. Wassell 

SHANGTON SP. 7n969 
A further resistivity survey was carried out on this site by Dr. P. K. H. Maguire 
and J. E. Thawley and results suggest a mass about 20 m X 14 m (65½ ft. X 
46 ft.) lying along the top of the ridge slightly uphill from the building material 
reported in 1976 (T.L.A.H.S., LI (1975-6), 63). 

J. R. Branson 

SPROXTON SK. 874243 
A crop mark enclosure site was found by glider pilots from Saltby Heath. 
Preliminary investigations revealed stone structures including a hearth. Iron 
Age and Roman pottery was found as well as part of a quern. In the same field 
there was a stone scatter suggesting a circular building. There were 
no associated finds. 

Leicestershire Museums Field Survey Team 

WYMONDHAM 
SK. 865168 -A large scatter of Roman pottery on the north side of the Oakham 
Canal. A similar spread of material occurs on the southern side of the canal. A 
great deal of stone is visible in the grass. T. Hickman and Leicestershire 
Museums Field Survey Team. 
SK. 832181 - Saddle quern was found in a hedge row and is now at Grange 
Farm, Wymondham. 
SK. 841184 - A stone scatter with medieval pottery was found adjacent to 
the road to Stapleford Park. Finds include two stones with incised crosses and 
a stone mortar. The site may be a grange. 

Rutland 
COTTESMORE 

T. Hickman 

Neolithic polished stone axe found in garden of 21 The Leas. Submitted for 
thin sectioning (RUT 7), result awaited at time of writing. Undated iron slag 
found in same garden. 

T. H. McK Clough 
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GREETHAM SK. 92351470 
Following the discovery of mixed and disturbed animal and human bones in 
the garden of 32 Church Lane in 1976, a very small quantity of Iron Age 
pottery was recovered, with more bones, from this site. 

T. H. McK Clough 

HORN SK. 955130 
Stone-lined well found during installation of emergency pipeline beside 
Great North Road at Horn Lane Spinney. Site marked on 1884 O.S. 6" map, 
and may have served a roadside toll house for the Merchant Adventurers 
(inf. Mr. Sellick, former Rutland C.C. County Surveyor, not confirmed). 

T. H. McK Clough 

KETTON 
Four Roman coins of the mint of Alexandria (one of Probus and three of 
Maximianus) found in garden ofFishponds, High Street, Ketton, about 1965; 
not previously recorded. 

T. H. McK Clough 

LUFFENHAM, NORTH 
Groat of Edward III, pre-Treaty series G (1356-61), London mint, found in 
garden of 10 Deweys Close. 

T. H. McK Clough 

MARKET OVERTON SK. 885165 
In the church the south part of the south transept has been partitioned off as a 
parish room and choir vestry. Doorways have been inserted in the porch 
east wall and south transept west wall to enable direct access from outside the 
church. 

G. K. Brandwood 

OAKHAM SK. 866o85 
Barbed and tanged flint arrowhead found in garden of 52 Stamford Road. 

T. H. McK Clough 

STRETTON SK. 94941580 
Substantial remains of stone building on vacant plot of land between church 
and former school, with quantities of medieval pottery, much animal bone, 
iron slag and fragments of bronze cauldron. Very little post-medieval pottery 
but some 19th and 20th century rubbish pits. 

T. H. McK Clough 



Plate 9. Ridlington Dial Upper Surface (Scale I :2) 

Plate IO. Ridlington Dial Lower Surface (Scale I :2) 
Photographs by Iona Cruikshank, copyright Leicestershire Museums. 


